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OPUS-UNAM Summer school in Mexico city 
22-26 August 2022

Reconstructing, restoring and projecting color from the late 19th 
century to the 1950s: 

Visual arts, archaeology of color, exoticism, physico-chemical 
studies. 

As part of the partnership between Sorbonne University and the National 
Autonomous University of Mexico - UNAM, the Observatory of Heritage of the 
Sorbonne University Alliance and the LANCIC* of UNAM is organizing his first edition 
of a week-long summer school in Mexico on the subject of the materiality of color. 

This first summer school "Color and Materiality" will focus on art history, archeology and 
heritage sciences. 
The objective of this summer school is to allow students to approach the materiality of color 
through the study of works by Diego Rivera (1886-1957), a Mexican painter famous for his 
mural paintings. 

Strongly interdisciplinary, this summer school invites students in humanities and sciences 
to discover and experiment with various approaches and methodologies in the study of color. 
To encourage dialogue between disciplines and areas of specialization, the selected 
students will have conducted research on the materiality of color that they will be asked to 
discuss during this summer school.  
We wish to approach color in its polysemy, whether it be questioning tones, the projection of 
color or light, or the scientificity of color in archaeological, topographical or ethnographic 
restitutions.  

The workshops are designed to allow students to experiment with cross-disciplinary 
practices and to bring together the humanities and the exact sciences in their research. 

Hosted by the LANCIC laboratories on the UNAM (Ciudad Universitaria) campus in Mexico 
City, the summer school will take place in sessions alternating theoretical presentations, 
practical workshops and visits to collections. 
Participants will have the opportunity to discuss their research and enrich their knowledge 
and skills in a scientific environment of excellence. 

Applications are open to students in master as well as doctoral students from the Sorbonne 
University Alliance and the UNAM, working on the theme of color in all disciplines (arts and 
sciences). 

LANCIC
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The groups will be made up of students from the Alliance Sorbonne University and the 
UNAM. The common language will be English. 

Applicants - only from UNAM -  must submit via email to: 
sandra.zetina@gmail.com  
sil@fisica.unam.mx
the following documents before August 5, 2022:

- a CV
- a letter of motivation (500 words maximum) presenting their interest in

participating in this summer school

A selection of applications will be made in order to ensure a balance between participants in 
science and humanities. 

LANCIC présentation : 
The National Laboratory of Sciences for Research and Conservation for Cultural Heritage 
(LANCIC) of the National Autonomous University of Mexico (UNAM) was created in 2014 by 
funding of the UNAM and the National Council of Science and Technology of Mexico 
(CONACYT) as a network of five consolidated groups of research on material analysis of 
cultural heritage. Three groups belong to UNAM and are laboratories at the Institute of Physics 
(LANCIC-IF), the Institute of Chemistry (LANCIC-IQ) and the Institute of Art History (LANCIC-
IIE). UNAM teams are located in Mexico City, the group of LANCIC-CICORR of the Autonomous 
University of Campeche is settled in the Yucatan peninsula. The main objectives of LANCIC are 
the characterization of materials and techniques of Mexican cultural heritage, the development 
of methodologies and protocols for conservation projects, the integration of databases and 
material for cultural heritage, and the synthesis and characterization of new materials for 
conservation. Moreover, LANCIC activities include specialized courses and workshops and 
collaborate with exhibitions in museums and seminars for the public.  

LANCIC has about 45 academics – research and technical staff – and about 40 students – 80% 
related to 7 PhD programs on material science, chemical sciences, biological sciences, art 
history, archaeology and conservation. LANCIC is also the link to the CONACYT National 
Network of Laboratories for Study of Cultural Heritage in Mexico. This network has 27 National 
Institutions, more than 40 Mexican laboratories,3 national labs (LANCIC, LEMA, SAN), 2 groups 
in the Mexican conservation schools and 7 laboratories associated in other countries with 
about 320 people in the network. 

● For LANCIC-UNAM : Dr Sandra ZETINA OCAÑA, researcher, Instituto de 
Investigaciones Estéticas, UNAM (sandra.zetina@gmail.com) 

 Information and contacts: 

• For LANCIC-UNAM : Dr Sandra ZETINA OCAÑA, researcher, Instituto de
Investigaciones Estéticas, UNAM (sandra.zetina@gmail.com)

For more information about the project, visit : 
https://institut-opus.sorbonne-universite.fr/actualites-opus/appel-ecole-ete-mexico 




